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wishes."    He thanked her for her " sweet letters,
indited by the spirit of spirits."    She had heard a
report that his ship leaked, and wrote to him in
alarm to bid him take precautions against the danger,
He was in Plymouth, on the eve of departure, when
her letter reached him.    " That infinite love," he
wrote, " which I bear your Majesty makes me now
love myself for your favour's sake;  and therefore,
be secure, dear Lady, that I will be as useful to bring
myself home to you, as you would have me be/'
There was no danger, he assured her; the wind was
favourable; all was ready; they were about to sail
" I humbly kiss your royal fair hands," he concluded,
" and pour out my soul in passionate jealous wishes
for all true joys to the dear heart of your Majesty,
which must know me to be your Majesty's humblest
and devoutest vassal, Essex."    The fleet set out to
sea.